Paint wizard who
creates smart
public murals that
deceive the eyes

Samantha David puts street art into perspective

ven if you do not recognise his
name, chances are that you will
already have admired his work:
Patrick Commecy is a painter
mho ety dergrs and
ints frescoes in the public dom;
otgh he dd not oiginaly st outto
ecorate French building
“I studied a the Ecole des Beaux Arts,
ut what 1 catned thee was that 1 i
vant t0 work for that circuit, an interna-
fonal elte who see art as an investment,
1 way of making money. I wanted to work
‘o people directly, creating art in the.
treet for everyone to enjoy’

France had a tradition of street frescoes,
neluding political slogans and advertis-
g, which had more or less died out by
he 1950s. Some ghost paintings still
ist, but by 1968 the idea of painting.
wildings no longer xisted.

“So 1 painted the first-ever fresca
a Fresque Murale de la Renaissance in
ulins, e Lyon, W sl it and s
 fact, been renovat

At e e s founded coopers

Commeey and CHCrbon e sepon-
ible for many frescoes in and arou
yon, incading Lt M des Conuas which
1as become a local landmark )
“Eventually | left the association. You
now, like what happens between old
ouples.. it gottricky so there was a
livorce and I formed my new company
st Fresco”
His new group has now completed
round 200 frescoes, all in France except
couple in Switzerland and ltaly:
“The word artit frightens me,  prefer
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“They have to live with it, o you have
10 address the largest possible number of
people. Children, tourists, houschold:
o not sboat epretng» pencoal fopin-
fon. It has 10 be a way of exy
,u.ml.m,, sbout daiy e n it plce”

fi

resc
and has begun dcx:nhmg o he city
of murals: a massive outdoor art gallery.

Most have been designed by Commecy
and e ecentl, by CHéCriation whieh
these days employs a team of 80 painters,
architects, landscapers and designers.

One of the largest is La Fresque des
Canus (the Silk Weavers' Wall) on the
corner of Boulevard des Canuts and Rue
Denfert Rochereau in Lyon 4.

“The largest mural in Europe, it depicts
life in the Croix-Rousse area of the ity
and is regularly updated.

‘Another well-known mural depicts the
city’s great and good: La Fresque des
Lyonnais Célébres in Rue de la Martinidre,

hel

s founder,
Abé Pierre. Full information i avalable
at the tourist offce.
“Painting murals isa
the public to visual cre
needed because the art world is cut off

of introducing

Iwant

people
wohichis - to find

‘Some of the murals Patrck Commeoy has desighed and worked on, Including

Street art is

STREET art includes all kinds of
visual creative disciplines, from sculp-

provocative,

Perroy) who emerged from the graffiti
movement in the early 19805, and

&
Tight she cils, or

ceramic installations.
Itis not always officially sanctioned

over France,
ump:. e North Avice China,Japan,
I

from many people - it is financial, specu-
ative, and exclusive.

1,

din

of contemporary urban life. Look for
it on wall ts, park bench

was held S PGt Bl it

“I wanted to offer something di
something everyone can enjoy.

ou can put at i the et grafll or

o gl o whates, bt tats it

e S ut of the
localsnects. 13 ot hesvly codifed - on
the contrary, its amusing.

“Adding a litle cat or a dug e
dren laugh. Adding local fam

asay I
“My objective isi' to record a personal
oint of vier... my art isnt about me. The
im is to serve the local population by
reating images based on architecture,
ulture; and society:. The frescoes [

my work, |
want them
to find their
history and

% .md we znsure s .
i oy s el it their stories
People are going to have to walk past
(e every dap e al, 50 v byt init
make them cheerful.”

Commeey s aware that  largefrsco, i

esigned pel
ense i Paris, for example.
“The point i to produce something that
e public can understand and appreciate.
“Iwant people to find themselves
lected in my work, T want them to find
acir history and their sories in it. 1 want
ople to be proud of their local wall
ainting, and talk a
“That’s the challenge. Whether its art or
otart, T couldn' care less.
“The essential thing is that it functions
»the public space and that people can
zally live with it I6s quite a discipline.
ina public space, as opposed t0 in a
rivate gallery, you can't express views

ut anything, canit take sides in current
ffars for example, because people ca
hoose whethr or ot 042 0 alery
uthey have to live with whatev:
ey ffred i public spaces

cith an amusing

localtheme, canimprove an wban re.

attract visitors who then use:

mv eafﬂ. restaurants, shops and other
‘As local businesses thrive,

roperty pics saliloe
But a fresco s not a permanent addi-
tion. Even when using the best acrylic
paints, a fresco matures and ages: eventu.
ally the paint will start to fade and peel
“My clients are the local author
they are always extremely hapy
frescoes because local populati
them. Suddenly the authorities are
lar; they receive lots of happy letters
about the frescoes. But ultraviolet light,
pollution, winter weather and a
damage means that after 15-20 years they
need to b: mmm: and often this
loesnit
165 sham, but people tend to think

in Lille,

or monuments.
Street art s often provocative, sub-
ive, critical of

ke pm T the No MarsLand exhi
tion in Tokyo.
talled

versive,
and inspired
such as music, dance or politics.

1
il called Chusttt
IEURERE) o e bl all ekt

those responsible for maintaining
public spaces - the works of arguably
the world's most famous stree artist,
Banksy, have more than once been
removed in error.
But rt s becoming so main-

stream that in 2019 street art festivals
held all over includi

Paris, which is tillin place.

Another street artist whose work is
spotted all over Paris is Miss.’

Her mother, brother and grand-
mother died in a car accident when
she was 10, and her father died of a
heart attack when she was 16.

nd spent

Biarritz, Metz, Caen, Toulousc, Lille,
Lyon, Marseille, Strasbourg, Paris and

le.

some time in Cal before return-
ing o France n the 19805 when she
began usmg et et g

of| ot
artists is Jef Aérosol (Jean-Frangois

that a painting is eternal. Murals fade
faster in southern, sunnier cities”
‘Commecy said his favourite frescoes are

eyl s

Truflau,fames Dean, Marlyn Monvoe,

Charlie Chaplin, Harold Lloyd ar

Batman are aljut witing o b -
nd

y: ly
At the moment, he’s creating murals
for Bériers and Prades. He does a lot of
work in the south of France, and has cre-
ated a series of cinema-related murals in
‘Cannes to celebrate its connection to the
Seventh Art.
Since 2002, Canes b cmmisioned 3
serisoffrescoeswhich d
and

“Ther are sleo ompe ol paniings
wehich are 50 good that, unless you know
where they are, you might easily walk
past them thinking they are real, ke the
Trompe [Ocil Le Barbarela, in the Place
du Suquet, The balconies, the windows,
the rooms with a view . it s all ake.
Do not miss Les Baisers de Cinéma,

which the siver screen's

o
Jean Peu Bemondo. Gerard Depardieu,

‘most romantic moments: Humphrey

La Fresque Murale de la Renaissance (maln plcture) in Lyon - which is now sameu.ngou tourist attraction

subversive... and massively popular in France

with The Panier

Her i
poetry related to her own life her

relationships, break-ups, dreams,
fantasies and ideas

‘Using images of women as merchan-

View-
Port, and the Cours Julien are particu-
arly rich hunting grounds to find
‘works by artists including M. Chat,
Manyoly and Nhobi.
i festival,

seductresses. Grenable is also well known as  city

dated by the sathoritie 11597 ke Lewer-Livks & smll g Betmesn

i Bourges (Cher)

prope: Art City, dedicated
By , trect art i

ey e
work was being shown in art gallerics.
In200 i

stay for
a fortight, enjoy frec board and lodg-

by he Vicoria and Alber : Hotel
i i i 5

i but
issued to mark International Women's

‘now houses more than 50 rooms com-

Day. In 2013, »l
for the Inside and ildi

Mon ered i

of theot i

Gérard Garouste, Bonetti and ‘Tickets cost €12.90, and the profits
Christian Lacroix.) are used to fund more artists-in-resi

‘Outside Paris, Marseil
place to spot street art.

Bogart and Ingrid Bergman in
Casalana, Leonado DiCaprioand Kae
Winslet in
Vivien Lngh o wih he Windh and
Bogart - again - this time with Lauren
Bacall in To Have and Have Not.

“I travel around Fras

xample!
ize, shape, or the
geographical orientation of the vall, and
those parameters ]n we (o be taken into
account when designing I work with my
companion Marln Pilird, nd t com-

dence. Visitors to

JE Jlﬂs

Sy
2> ’} Vo )'i.' LLe

/DU Moy
Voyoy

s wll e e Pl ot ed
vay building as been
randormed ino offce ldings,
Obviously, were going to put a train in
the picture! We'e already done two fres-
coes in Prades
“Llike programming a series of works
around a city o  town. Eventually they
form a circuit which people can walk
around. It attracts visitors and they can
become a tourist attraction in their own
right.
“Tevalois has nine frescoes, there are 12
in Béziers, 10 in Canes, for example. It
‘makes residents proud of ther city”
e frescoes in Beiers include a tribute
o Molite s well s he Secon World
Warher. ean M
e ouritafhce hava map showing a
3k stroll around the town taking in the
outdoor artworks. A favaurite is in Place
des Bons Amis, a mural depicting sculp-
tor Jean-Antoine Injalbert and his friend
Fllevmc Dalos, o sclpor
e the mural is a statue by
!nyalbcn lled Bacchaneau Briw
cting Dcchus with musica pies
caed Biiou I Bre
Al ty an spot Haslequin pecpiog
out o a rompe locil window on the
facade of the Théétre de Béiers.
The <pric of afresco is not calculated by

able to see artists at work.
plete cach painting, we hire a team of

moral, La
Fresque des Frangais

Located in the Musée en Sous-sol in the
$0-OUEST underground car park in the
Eiffe area in Levallois, near Paris, i is five
kilometres long, covers 8,000m2 of wall
space and depicts 250 of France's most

Knowing that the entire painting was

Street Art, Musée de la Poste, In 2013

Whether
itsartor
notart, I
couldn’t
careless

completed in six months only makes the

ut depends on the
it of preparation of the wall need.
o lhc scaffolding, and the complexky of
the design.

A sy witha few couds and o couple of

dedicated art school train

ly cheaper than an action-
Tocal

mg aruts 1o pe s, g0 Commeey

pusomlmcs On the other hand, its not

asa
Vst ofariss e works with regalarly.

“Tbelieve  training course vas tried in
Lyon bat Tm ot sure it wassuccesul,
and now 1 th

ee or four new
bmm or lamp-posts or a stretch of new
ment,

R soon s you work nthe pkiic
i >

s the atform becomas more popular i

butthe best sining s st dolng ™
Forheoming projcs incd

ok Prad nae Perplgme where bt

“The price of a lump-post s around
€15,000 for example, but no-one notices
those types of improvements. On the

ther hand, the impact of a resco is mas-

a Pl

dng it good value o money?”




